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Since America’s inception, the country has run on oppression. One group in particular 

has been fighting for a very long time: the gay community. Though gay people have not always 

been shamed, once it was decided that homosexual acts were shameful, it took years and years 

for the gay community to have a single foot to stand on.  

During, World War II, there was a terrible holocaust. Many different types of people 

were killed for being who they are. The primary victims were Jewish people, as over six million  

Jewish people were murdered. However, homosexuals were also targeted and were sent into 

holocaust camps and gassed to death. It was illegal to be homosexual in Germany at the time. 

Many Germans thought they were moral crusaders, and wanted to stamp out homosexuality in 

order to become a stronger, better nation. Between 1933 and 1945, over one hundred 

thousand men were arrested for being homosexuals. Around 20,000 of those men were 

slaughtered in internment camps, and 50,000 were sentenced to prison time. Many 

homosexuals were told the only way to remain in society was to give up their lifestyle. This 

pushed forward the concept of ‘conversion therapy.’ Homosexuals were “cured” through 

humiliation and hard work. Homosexuality, at this time, was considered a spreadable disease.  

While the oppression that happened during the war was absolutely terrible, it set the 

stage for the gay community to stand up and fight. Due to the actions in the war, many gay and 

lesbian rights activists’ groups were formed. This happened because of the inclusion of gay men 

and women within the military. While it was illegal for homosexuals to be in the military, many 

bypassed these laws and entered into the military anyway.  Since there is no way to eyeball 

someone and realize that they are gay, unless someone was willing to admit it on the record, 



they could easily get into the military. Here, the gay community flourished. Gay culture 

expanded: drag shows were popular, cross dressing was generally accepted. Being in service 

with other homosexuals allowed for groups to be created, both political and social.  

After the war, many of these groups were involuntarily dismounted. State legislature 

created harsher terms against homosexuality. There was the lavender scare: a purging of 

homosexuals from the government. However, the impact of the social networks in the war had 

already taken affect, and this oppressed group was able move forward in ways that seemed 

unimaginable before.  Gay men and women were able to accept that they were gay and work 

towards their rights. Many more gays came of the closet, and had pride for who they were. 

Many who had been discharged from the war due to their sexuality became gay rights activists. 

This war, unknowingly, had helped these men and women solidify their identities.  Lastly, 

political change was created through groups such as the Mattachine Society and the Daughters 

of Bilits. These groups focused on public forums about sexual orientation, homosexuality, and 

providing legal and medical care to homosexuals who were in jeopardy.  

 So how has the community grown since the years following World War II? In the 1960’s, 

gay men and women started to have demonstrations. There were pickets against the claim that 

homosexuality is a mental illness, and there are pickets about the violation of draft records of 

gay men. After these two, the demonstrations became more serious, and began outside of the 

white house. Still, more and more laws were still coming out silencing and oppressing 

homosexual acts. By the late 60’s, the first pride demonstration took place, and the gay 

community not only stood in solidarity, but had a clear sense of self and identity.  



 The gay community now has more rights then ever. When it comes to laws, they 

technically have the right to get married in every state we have multiple homosexuals in state 

government. When it comes to entertainment, we are finally seeing gay people on television, 

showing a larger acceptance of the gay community on a social spectrum. And yet, it is still legal 

in some states to deny a transgender individual work because they “make you uncomfortable.” 

Transgender individuals are not always aloud to go into the bathroom of their preference.  

 Furthermore, we are under a regime that is very conservative. Our vice president 

believes in shock conversion therapy, which is giving slight electrocution to gay people to cure 

them of the “illness of homosexuality”. Congress is run by republicans who do not necessarily 

believe in the rights of the gay community.  

 If the gay community wanted to make consistent strides of acceptance and prosperity 

under our current administration, it would require strategy. At this point, there have already 

been years of tragedy, and while they caused monumental change, it is time to proper steps in 

attaining security within this country. Right now, this country is driven by fear. Much of it is fear 

of the unknown, that is why our country voted to build a wall. Citizens are scared of that they 

don’t understand. The best way for the gay community to expand their equality would be to 

humanize themselves to those around them. Showing the nation that there is nothing to fear 

within the gay community would be a great way to create a social solution where we could 

move forward as a nation. Of course, this is much easier said then done. Many are stuck in their 

ways, and wish to live in fear above all else.  

 Our country is supposed to have a distinction between church and state. This is not 

nearly as accurate as it should be. Our pledge of allegiance includes the words, “One nation, 



under god,” regardless of the fact that the nation does not entirely all agree and praise this one 

god. Within the religion that many laws and morals were based off of, there is a lack of 

acceptance for homosexuals. Since there is a lack of separation of church and state, the religion 

can actually be very detrimental for the gay community. A very strong move for the gay 

community would be choosing to push for a larger separation of church and state. There is no 

political reason why transgender individuals shouldn’t be granted gender neutral bathrooms. 

There is no political reason why gay people shouldn’t be allowed to get married. There is no 

political reason why gay people shouldn’t be allotted the same decencies as straight people. 

With a larger separation, it might be possible.  

 There are also some inequalities that are unknown to many. For example, gay men can 

not give blood, and have not been able to give blood since 1985. If the gay community focused 

on some of the smaller topics, they would be able to slowly gain equality. It is hard to take 

things slow when your culture has been dealing with inequality for decades, but things don’t 

happen overnight. Gaining legislature slowly and assuredly will help it stick longer.  

 Mainly, education is really important in gaining tolerance. Many people don’t 

understand the gay community, in particular, transgender individuals. Many people think it is a 

choice, and don’t know the science behind it. The more we teach our youth about 

homosexuality, the more likely they will be accepting of it in the future. When the future takes 

over the government, the government will be accepting as well. Education leads to prosperity.  
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