
Recluse 

Bambi Films Inc 

Noura Boustany Jost 
Franklin Livingston  

Al Qually 

True Story 

Bambi Films Inc 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

1 1INT. ROBERTS HOUSE 

Robert is at home ironing a white collared shirt while 
watching television. He has an almost identical shirt on. He 
finishes and begins ironing another shirt that's almost 
exactly the same, but in blue. He has four similar pants on 
the couch behind him. 

2 2INT. EMAAR'S HOUSE 

Emaar is throwing a party. There is salsa music playing in 
the background. It's loud enough that you have to raise your 
voice to have a conversation. New Guests enter. Three 
children run around the table, almost knocking down a cake. A 
mother runs after them. There is a lot of food and dancing. 

3 3INT. ROBERT'S HOUSE 

Robert is polishing his shoes, very methodically. He raises 
the volume on the television to try to counteract the party. 
He flips to the news and hears a segment about the Mexican 
wall. 

RADIO 
"We said Mexico would build this wall 
and it will. Hell, well build a human 
wall if we have to!" 

4 4INT. EMAAR'S HOUSE 

Emaar and his wife are in the kitchen lighting candles on the 
cake. He pulls her in for a kiss. It's playful and extremely 
sweet. 

5 5INT. ROBERTS HOUSE 

Robert puts his dinner in the microwave. He leans against a 
counter. The microwave dings. He brings his food to the 
table, and plops down to eat. Dinner for one. 

6 6INT. EMAARS HOUSE 

The children are playing a game and knock over a vase. Maria, 
Emaar's wife, lightly scolds them. You finally see the cake, 
a Quinceanera cake. The girl blows out the candles while her 
friends snapchat it. 

7 7INT. ROBERTS HOUSE 

Robert is laying in bed. There is soft music in the 
background.It's not really enough to keep someone up, but for 
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some reason its getting toRobert. He rolls over and reaches 
for his phone. 

8 8INT. EMAAR'S HOUSE 

There is a knock at the door. There is a police officer 
outside. 

POLICE OFFICER ONE 
Excuse me? We've had a noise 
complaint. 

9 9INT. ROBERTS HOUSE 

Next day. Robert is in his pajamas having a cup of coffee. 
He's reading the morning paper. He throws the entertainment 
section to the side, and reads more about the current 
headlines. There is a knock on the door. He getsup, and walks 
to the door, opening it to reveal Maria, holding a plate of 
food and grinning. 

MARIA 
Hi! I'm your neighbor, I know you've 
seen me passing by a few times. My 
name is Maria. We have so much 
leftover food from yesterday. It was 
my daughter's birthday party and I 
over did it. I made it all from 
scratch, its a family recipe. Would 
you like some? 

Robert is a little shocked, and uneasy. He feels a little 
guilty About calling the cops. 

ROBERT 
Thanks. 

MARIA 
Any time! Really, anytime. We have so 
many leftovers, if you ever want a 
meal- 

ROBERT 
Okay. Thanks. 

He shuts the door and pauses before going back to his table. 

10 10INT EMAAR'S BEDROOM 

Emaar and his wife are lying in bed, cuddling. Maria looks up 
ather husband. 
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MARIA 
Mi amor? 

EMAAR 
What is it, my love? 

MARIA 
You know our neighbor? I think he's 
the one who called the cops. 

EMAAR 
I think so too. Why did you bother to 
bring him over food? He's such a loner-

MARIA 
I don't know. I feel bad for him. He's 
all alone you know? Nobody should be 
alone. 

EMAAR 
Okay, fine, but don't let it get to 
you too much. 

He gives her a light kiss. 

EMAAR 
Men like that, they don't really 
change. 

11 11INT. ROBERTS HOUSE 

Robert can't sleep. He stares straight up at the ceiling. 

12 12EXT. ROBERT'S DRIVEWAY 

Robert is trying to fix his car, hood open, in a white T 
shirt and jeans. Maria politely walks over with a tool box in 
hand. Robert notices the box. 

ROBERT 
Oh. I don't- 

He raises his voice slightly. 

ROBERT 
no THANK YOU. 

MARIA 
Don't worry I can fix this in a pinch. 
I actually have a degree in mechanical 
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engineering, believe it or not. This 
is nothing compared to whatI used to 
do back home. 

Robert, perplexed, backs away slightly. Maria bends over and 
tinkers with the engine. There's a quiet pause. 

MARIA 
Give the starter a try 

Robert starts the engine. It works! Maria grins at him. He 
smiles back... just a little. 

13 13ROBERT'S HOUSE 

Robert is about to microwave his dinner. He pauses, and then 
puts the food back in the fridge. 

14 14FLASHBACK 

Robert is with his ex-wife and their daughter. They are 
sitting at a dinner table. 

ROBERT 
So how's that guy you were seeing. 
Tyler? He's such a nice young man. 

KATIE 
I'm not into it anymore. 

ROBERT 
Why? 

KATIE 
I don't know, this hotter guy asked me 
out. I needed abetter image, honestly 
new guy has way more Instagram 
followers. We just look better 
together. 

ROBERT 
Not everything is about looks, Katie. 
Don't you want to date someone who has 
more substance? Who can take care of 
you? 

KAREN 
Honey, don't listen to him. Your 
father is just saying that 
because...well I mean he's no George 
Clooney. 
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Katie laughs. It stings a little, but Robert tries to laugh 
it off. 

15 15FLASHBACK 

Robert is in the car with his mother. 

MOTHER 
Robert I really don't understand why 
you wouldn't just use yourGPS. Now 
we're totally lost. I TOLD you to use 
it.... You should talk to your brother 
more. He listens to me. Jeffrey, such 
a sweet kid. 

ROBERT 
Mom- 

MOTHER 
No, really, just reach out to him. 
He'll show you how to use the GPS. 

ROBERT 
I know how to use the GPS, Mom. I just 
thought i knew the way. 

MOTHER 
Clearly you didn't. 

16 16INT EMAAR'S HOUSE 

The family is sitting down for dinner. There is a knock on 
the door. Emaar answers it to see : Robert. Holding a bottle 
of red wine. 

ROBERT 
Hi. I know I'm really late to the 
game, but I thought maybe I could um.. 
welcome you to the neighborhood? 

Emaar stares at him. 

ROBERT 
I uh... I brought wine. 

MARIA 
Oh! Robert come in. 

17 17INT. EMAAR'S HOUSE. MUCH LATER 

Emaar and Maria are sitting on one couch, and Robert is  
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sitting on a chair. 

ROBERT 
Thank you so much for this. Since my 
wife left, honestly, I haven't had a 
meal like that. Truly. It's been 
years. 

MARIA 
Anytime. 

ROBERT 
And I um...I wanted to apologize. For 
calling the police. And for being rude 
to you. I just... I haven't really 
warmed up to anyone sinceKaren left... 
and I.. 

Robert starts to tear up. 

ROBERT 
I'm so sorry, I should go... 

EMAAR 
NO! Don't be sorry. Never apologize 
for your feelings. 

These words hit Robert hard. There is a moment of 
understanding between the two men. 

ROBERT 
In my household, the way I was raised -
 we were always told men were supposed 
to take care of women, to be pillars 
of strength. We had to be proud, you 
know? No wavering. My wife, she had 
the same ideals, for me to take care 
of her.Financially, emotionally. But 
we just... cracked. I cracked under 
the pressure.My daughter was so 
focused on her wedding day and social 
media I just... my wife and her ended 
up leaving me. For greener pastures. I 
just, I guess I feel likeI wasn't 
supposed to be sad about it. It makes 
me less manly. 
Anyway, I'm saying this as an apology. 
It was so difficult for me to accept 
your help with the car, and the food. 
You are just an amazing woman.Women  
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are just...they take houses and turn 
them into homes. And after my divorceI 
was just so bitter, I began to see 
women as destruction of homes 
instead.You're a beacon of hope 
though, your family. I truly 
appreciate your hospitality. 

MARIA 
That is very kind of you to say. 

There is a pause. 

Maria 

I'll go get some more wine. 

FADE OUT TO THE THREE OF THEM TALKING, INAUDIBLE TO THE 
AUDIENCE. 

18 18FIN. 


