
1 INT.SKYLAR’S BEDROOM- MORNING

It is 8am. Skylar is wearing pants and a bra. She slides

on her work shirt and looks at her arms.

CLOSE UP: SCARS ON HER ARM

She looks at the scars. She opens a drawer. It contains

gauze, rubbing alcohol, band-aids and a razor. She pulls

out all of it and kneels on the floor.

She takes the razor and cuts her skin horizontally on her

upper arm

SHOT: CLOSE-UP ON THE CUT

SHOT: CLOSE UP ON THE PAIN ON HER FACE.

She cleans up the cut with two things of gauze and puts a

band-aid over it.

SHOT: LONG SHOT OF SKYLAR ON THE BATHROOM FLOOR

2 INT.SKYLAR’S BEDROOM- MORNING

Skylar looks in a full-length mirror at herself.

SHOT: SKYLAR LOOKING AT HERSELF, YOU CAN ONLY SEE HER BACK

SHOT: LOOKING AT SKYLAR FROM THE MIRROR POINT OF VIEW.

She grabs a sweatshirt off of her bed and throws it on

over her shirt. It’s a zip up. She leaves her room

3 EXT. FERRY

We see Skylar sitting on the ferry. She sits alone -

doesn’t know anybody on the ferry. Clearly some isolation.

SHOT: CLOSE-UP ON HER BITING HER NAILS.

4 EXT. OUTSIDE THE DINER

Skylar is standing outside the door debating whether she

wants to go in or not. she sighs and enters the diner

SHOT: 180 PAN TO:

5 INT. INSIDE THE DINER

Skylar is busting tables. She has an apron, and her

sweatshirt is still on. She goes to get coffee and slips.

She spills the coffee on her shirt.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: (2) 2.

Skylar stops and takes a big deep breath. She goes to the

man she’s been serving and she fills up his coffee with

the rest of the pot. She tries to smile at him. She

doesn’t do very well. She leaves to go fill something out,

and the man slides out of the booth and leaves.

She puts the coffee pot down and goes over to the table.

There is a book and 40$. She slides into the booth, and

begins to read the book. She smiles for real this time.

She takes out her phone and you see her texting. The

message reads:

’Hey sis. Long time no talk. I just started reading this

book that for some reason reminded me of you. I just

wanted to let you know that you’re an amazing person and I

love you. You’ve always been there for me and I really

appreciate it. Don’t let mom get to you - or anyone else

for that matter. Okay? XO. talk soon’

She looks down at the 40$

CLOSE UP ON THE 40$

GRAPHIC MATCH TO:

6 INT. BATHROOM

40$ on the nightstand.

PAN TO:

Bartek finishes buttoning up his dress shirt and puts on

his watch. He proceeds to put on a tie, very focused on

the movements from the wrapping around to making the knot.

Once finished, he glares upon himself in the mirror with a

straight face, testing his inner wits.

7 INT. HALL/LIVING ROOM

Three credit cards lay next to a wallet. Several

twenty-dollar bills lay near the wallet as well. Bartek

puts the credit cards in his wallet and counts his cash,

taking some pride in his wealth. After internally debating

how much to take, he puts $40 in his wallet, picks up a

book, and heads off.

8 INT. RESTAURANT

Bartek reads his book while sipping coffee. He constantly

takes a break to look up and observe the people in the

restaurant, not from curiosity, but to silently judge

them. He takes satisfaction in people’s flaws. A baby is

heard and Bartek breaks into an amiable smile. He then

makes faces at the baby, prompting the baby to laugh. He

feels a relief.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: (2) 3.

Suddenly, the server in front of him spills coffee all

over herself. Not having the distance and safe space to

continue his silent judgment, he instinctively gets up and

does the civilian thing of trying to help accommodate the

server. However, he feels more embarrassed and

self-conscious than anything else so he decides to leave

her the book along with the $40 dollars in it. He blushes

and works up a half smile, knowing that’s the best he can

do. Bartek can no longer stand the public attention and

rushes off.

9 EXT. STREET

Bartek walks down the street to work

10 INT.OFFICE

Bartek goes to copy a piece of paper. He puts his phone

down on a solid surface.

GRAPHIC MATCH TO:

11 INT. BEDROOM

Graphic Match of same Phone in Rebecca’s apartment on her

nightstand.

Rebecca picks up phone and is greeted by several negative

texts from her mother. Clearly affected by the messages,

she dreadfully rolls out of bed and begins to walk towards

the bathroom door.

12 INT. BATHROOM

Rebecca is dressed and almost ready but she looks in the

mirror for a while in disgust. She then stares at her

makeup bag. She reaches for it and puts on an extensive

amount of makeup. She starts with her eyes, then eyeliner,

then lips. Every time she goes to leave, she second

guesses herself and goes back to put on more. She does

this three times until she finally leaves for work.

13 INT. OFFICE

Rebecca picks up her phone and is greeted by a text from

her step-sister *Skylar*. The message really affects

Rebecca in a positive way and it shows on her face.

14 EXT. FLORAL SHOP

Rebecca’s, now better, mood has led her to pick out some

flowers for her home.
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15 INT. COFFEE SHOP

Rebecca is enjoying a cup of coffee with her newly

purchased bouquet next to her. She notices a girl at a

nearby table who is in tears. Rebecca reaches for one of

her flowers and gets up. She leaves one flower on the

table.

CAMERA PANS TO COFFEE CUP

GRAPHIC MATCH OF COFFEE CUP TO:

16 INT. BEDROOM

Graphic match to coffee cup that Elizabeth is drinking in

her kitchen. She is in her pajamas (a big shirt and

underwear). She’s alone. She drinks her coffee and looks

unhappy but we don’t know why. She gets up, all we see is

her feet and the legs of the chair pull away from the

table, as she walks to the window, the camera moves up

from her feet to her neck) This is when we see why she’s

unhappy. Her body is full of bruises from her legs to her

neck but the light coming from the window and her interest

in what’s outside, shows that she wants more than what

life has given her. Camera moves to her putting down her

cup which says something like, "Just Married."

17 INT. HALLWAY

Elizabeth walks down the hallway towards the camera.

18 INT. BATHROOM

Elizabeth is putting on her makeup, her bruises disappear.

Cuts to different parts of her body where the bruises are

disappearing from the appliance of foundation.

19 INT. KITCHEN

Elizabeth takes pain killers and we see bruises on her

shoulder as she hides them with her jacket/shawl and

leaves the house.

20 EXT. NYC STREETS

Elizabeth is walking around NYC, we see she looks more

free. She’s enjoying being outdoors. She’s window

shopping, going to parks (where we see what she sees, i.e.

couples, children, happiness)

21 EXT. BARNES AND NOBLE

Elizabeth looks at Barnes and Nobles from outside
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22 INT. BARNES AND NOBLE

Elizabeth is in the Inspirational Section. She finds a

book which happens to be the same book that Skylar was

reading.

23 EXT. NYC STREETS

Elizabeth walks around NYC. She’s happy until she realizes

her shawl has fallen off her shoulder, revealing her

bruise. She quickly puts her shawl up and you can see the

shift from happiness back to the realization of what her

life is.

24 INT. COFFEE SHOP

Elizabeth is in a coffee shop. She’s crying. Her book is

on the table and her head is down. She has headphones in.

She’s shutting out the world around her. She doesn’t

notice the yellow flower that’s been given to her by

Rebecca.

(take extra shot of Ellie looking at flower)

FADE TO:

25 INT.SKYLAR’S BEDROOM- MORNING (SECOND DAY)

Skylar starts her daily routine. Skylar is wearing pants

and a bra. She slides on her work shirt and looks at her

arms. She gets up and walks to the bathroom. She looks in

the mirror. She looks down at her scars. She opens up the

drawer.

It contains gauze, rubbing alcohol, band-aids and a razor.

She pulls out all of it and kneels on the floor.

She looks at it, and then gets back up and looks in the

mirror. She fixes her hair and smiles at herself. She puts

the razor in the trash. She then continues to put on

makeup and fix her hair

while

SPLIT SCREEN:

REBECCA:

26 INT. BATHROOM

Rebecca enters fully dressed, no makeup on, and looks at

herself in the mirror.

SPLIT SCREEN:

BARTEK:
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27 INT. BATHROOM

Bartek finishes buttoning up his dress shirt and puts on

his watch. He proceeds to put on a tie, very focused on

the movements from the wrapping around to making the knot.

Once finished, he glares upon himself in the mirror with a

straight face, testing his inner wits.

SPLIT SCREEN:

ELIZABETH:

28 INT. BATHROOM NEXT DAY

Elizabeth is going through her normal routine in the

bathroom. Putting on her makeup, etc.

29 FOUR SPLIT SCREENS:

Noura finishes her routine and leaves the frame.

TRANSITION TO:

30 THREE SPLIT SCREENS

31 INT. BATHROOM

Rebecca smiles with satisfaction and walks out of the

frame.

TRANSITION TO:

32 TWO SPLIT SCREENS

The screens meld together and become one. Bartek gives

Ellie a kiss on the cheek revealing that he is the abusive

husband. He leaves the apartment

33 INT. BEDROOM

Elizabeth has a suitcase on her bed. We see her room is a

mess, drawers are open, closet has no clothes in it.

Inside suitcase is the yellow rose that Rebecca gave her.

She closes the suitcase and we see her face is happy,

proud even. She knows she’s doing the right thing.

Option

We see the interior of her room. We see pictures of her

and Bartek happy, wall art saying things of love and

happiness but her room is dark.
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34 INT. HALLWAY

Elizabeth walks down the hallway towards the light with

her suitcase.

FADE TO BLACK

The End.


